
NOW IS THE CHANCE !
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Many of  us in the West have been trained to see the West j -n
general  and Lhe United States in part icul-ar as f lexible,  and the
F.est  in , - ronor3]  and Lhe Soviet  UniOn in narr  i r - r r ' l  ar  As honclesslrz
r ig id.  The general  idea has been that nothing can be done to the
East-West conf l ic t  unless there is a basic change in the Soviet
Union. We in the " f ree wor ld,  "  in the democracies have to wai t ,
watch careful ly the Soviet  Union and the other countr ies in the
Eastern part  of  Europe and then be ready to act  posi t ively when
i  nnrn c innq nf  nnqi  l - i r ra r-h:nna
- l tu lc crrc >19lro v!  yvJa Lr vu ur iurrvu.

Well ,  there are/  indeed. such signs. I  am not th inking only of
what the West-ern press,  in i ts ceaseless indiv idual ism, discusses
in terms of  one man only,  Gorbachev. In the Soviet  Union a new
class is not only taking shape and r is ing,  but is gett ing into
power:  Lhe urban- industr ia l - intel l igentsia.  There are mi l l ions of
Gorbachevs. They are very wel l  educated; th is is what the Soviet
Union does wel1,  the economy they do bad1y. This new class want
their  expert- ise to dominate,  not  only to cement their  own power
posi t ion but to br ing about another Soviet  Union, not only
internal ly but also in i ts relat ionship lo the rest  of  the wor ld.
I  th ink we can see the signs: a foreign pol icy l -ess based on
export  of  dogma and bu1ly ing, more on peaceful  exchanges including
trade. And we see the same signs from Bulgar ia,  Rumania and
4ungary.  OnIy Czechoslovakla,  Poland and DDR are somehow lagging
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are the days of  messianic communism in the East;  what we f ind are
neonle ser ior lc l"  f - - , ih^ r-n bui ld beLter SOCiet ieS.IJ!vyru rLr!vuo!y urJrrrY uu r

Sn thoqo Ara nraniqalrz fhc qrrm,ahlr , r  h:rre hoan ur: i ]_ ina*e,  *^.- j  Slgns we pre-
For.  And what happens? Only wjsh we could say noLhing; far  worse
than LhaL. The US is ser iously prepar ing a totaJ Iy new weapons
system basecl  on parLic les and var ious types of  l -aser beams (ancr
.  a i  I  crrn nroiar- f  i  les) r-  -^-r-r  ^  ^r  ' i  nr : i  neraf  ino c i t ies and-aar vur i  ! ,Lv.)  EvLrf  EJ/  r  uolJaufs vr  ! r rur l lu!qLfrry

countr jes (Argonne Nat ional  Laboratory,  R&D Assocjates th ink tank)
,vhen used of fensively,  probably capable of  very l i t t -Le when used
as Star Wars has been marketed, &S SDI -  defensively.  Reagan came
to Reykjavik wi l l ing to give up nuclear arms as long as he coul-d
)oan cama1'hinn o\ /an m^rF . | -hra: tarr ' in1-;  l6:-r ina hA r : r - l in- :c1- i r r i t r r
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: - -ossibly less "nuclear winter,  "  capable of  h i t t  ing even
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I  ightning speed. Gorbachev came to Reykjavik also wi  1 i  rng to qive
,n nr i r - l  ea r  a rmq nrorr  i r^ ler j  he r-nrr l  c l  stnn Star Wars.  Aareei  no r ln.  , ,Y

nuclear arms but on total ly di f ferent premises they, of  course,
nade no progress.  And in the meanLime the US president s inks more
and mc-re leeply inLo a morass of  h is own making, t ry ing Lo play
god, set t l ing the whole Middle East "s i tuat ion" wi th one stroke
:ry ing to Co sc w;rh peopie wi-- i^ ,  Ihcusands of  years of  exper ience
in polr t ick inq.



?

Even more shocking, however,  are the NATO "al l ies,  "  proving
t-hemselves to be precisely that ,  not  governments of  their  own
*^^.^ l^-  -^. ,a. l ' l_rz ' |_11 the l . r^^+a** i iA. i  f rnntpeOpIeS. LOyL- -  |  WeSteII l  Superpower,  Un;---  ! !vrru/
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the most r lg id country sets the tone: the Uni ted States.  And we
can understand a Soviet  Union feel ing despair  at  the lack of
response, at  th is incredible r ig id i ty when they are shout ing to
the world:  -Let  us stop the arms race, i t  is  ru in ing both of  us,  i t
may lead us into nuclear disaster.

So, let  us hope thaE the Soviet  Union does not give up on these
petr i f ied governments in the West -  some of  them no doubt also
seeing Soviet  readiness to negot iate as weakness. And we have to
step up our ef for ts to work on those who play cards wi th uSr our
chi ldren, our grandchi ldren -  in order no to lose the best chance
we ever got.  Our task for  1987!


